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Canadian Forest Owners (CFO) represents 450,000 forest landowners, large and small,
who are committed to long-term, sustainable forest management for a healthy climate and
thriving communities.

CEO's Corner

Since December, we have been witnessing
interesting changes on the political front, adding
further uncertainty to the challenges industry
has been facing. Canada is on the cusp of
potential dramatic change with our largest
trading partner, the United States, and at the
same time is experiencing rapidly changing
leadership domestically. CFO continues to
actively engage in discussions with our
colleagues within the federal government while
preparing for a 2025 federal election. Read
More

US Tariffs Will Harm Canadian Forest Owners
In December Canadian Forest Owners (CFO) reacted to President-elect Donald Trump’s proposed 25 per
cent tariff on Canadian exported goods in a news release that generated media interest in trade journals,
the Globe & Mail and Business in Vancouver (BIV). CEO Andrew de Vries told BIV the proposed tariffs will
impact forest product goods including toilet paper, tissues, home renovation and building products, wood
pellets for heating, and many other essential goods. With a 25 per cent tariff, the price Canadians receive
for these goods will drop and the cost to our US customers will rise, forcing them to look elsewhere and
further impacting economic activity. CFO is asking federal and provincial governments to negotiate
tariff exemptions for logs from private forests, and compensate private landowners who may be affected by
the tariffs. Read full BIV article

CFO Tells Senate Wildfire Action Is Needed Now

https://files.constantcontact.com/f5dfe572901/e703410e-3f49-486c-8f54-05743a0f5882.pdf?_gl=1*1yf9qgy*_gcl_au*MzAwNTEwNjE0LjE3MzY1Mzg4MzM.*_ga*MGE0ZDIxZjgtN2Q2YS00OWIyLThlMGYtYzI1MGY0ZDcyMzI0*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczNjg5MjgwMy43LjEuMTczNjg5MjkxNS4zNS4wLjA.
https://www.forestowners.ca/us-tariffs-will-harm-canadas-450000-forest-owners/
https://www.biv.com/news/resources-agriculture/trump-tariffs-would-devastate-canadian-private-forest-operators-9928344
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=a9b1ba21-6b48-4f61-affa-f50fbcb51d28
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On November 7, 2024, CEO Andrew de Vries appeared before the Canadian Senate to explain the critical
role CFO members play in wildfire management, emphasizing that we are ready to help Canada fight the
growing wildfires challenge, but we need help. Private forest owners can improve the management of their
lands in a fire smart way if they are given the tools and incentives to invest in these working forests. Read
More

CFO Sets Clear Course for Future
Early last year, Canadian Forest Owners (CFO)
was fortunate to appoint Andrew de Vries as CEO
upon the retirement of Jean-Pierre Martel. As
many of you know, Andrew has made a very
smooth transition, working to solve the significant
challenges facing CFO members across the
country.

With the growing complexity of issues facing our
membership, CFO's priority was to develop a
Strategic Map to guide the association over the
next three to five years. In October, CFO
members came together in Ottawa to take stock
of our resources, prioritize our goals and
objectives, and map out how we will achieve
them. 

Going forward, CFO’s top three objectives are to:
Establish secure and sustainable sources
of funding that allow for adequate
investment in policy and advocacy
initiatives.
Foster an advocacy environment in which
key decision makers actively seek the
input of CFO on policies affecting forest
owners.
Strive for a membership that is diverse
and representative of Canada’s forest
owners and one where our provincial
association members are in a sustainable
position to be solid contributors to the
national voice.

For details, contact Andrew de Vries at 778-
212-8825 or email ceo_dg@forestowners.ca

CFO Days on the Hill
Canadian Forest Owners followed its strategic
planning session in late October with its now well-
known Days on the Hill event in Ottawa. During two
days, CFO met face-to-face with federal MPs,
senators, deputy ministers, directors, and political
advisors for the Liberals, Conservatives and NDP.

The dialogue was focused on the important role
private forest owners play in the Canadian
economy, our members ability to help fight the
growing wildfires challenge, and the necessary
tools and incentives needed, such as the Personal
Silviculture Savings and Investment Plan. With an
election in the offing, these meetings were very
productive, and our members’ concerns and
solutions were well received. We are making

https://www.forestowners.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Neighbours-are-Biggest-Asset-in-Wildfire_Jan25_EN1.pdf


headway. 

Photo: MP-Provencher Ted Falk, Vincent Miville (CFO Director),
Bob Austman (Manitoba Woodlot Association), CFO Vice Chair
Jason Killam.

In November, CFO participated with other
industry stakeholders in a multi-association
submission to the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans Review of
the 2019 Fisheries Act. Read the Full
Submission

Multi-Industry Submission to
Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Oceans

More CFO Advocacy Work

CFO remains actively engaged in Species
at Risk Act (SARA) consultations. In
September we submitted comments on
both the Quebec Emergency order for
caribou and the proposed recovery strategy
for Spotted Owl in British Columbia. In both
submissions CFO highlighted the economic
and ecological significance of private forest
lands. It is important to note that the
Quebec emergency order specifically
mentioned the exclusion of private forest
lands from Critical Habitat requirements but
failed to account for the economic
contribution of these lands in the overall
wood fibre basket. Unfortunately, the
proposed Spotted Owl recovery strategy
failed to mention private lands. CFO
continues to participate in regular SARA
core planning team meetings with
Environment and Climate Change Canada
(ECCC).

CFO actively participates in market access
issues including providing advice related to
the European Union Deforestation
Regulation (EUDR) on private land
procurement.

"Coming up, CFO will be meeting and
working with the federal and provincial
governments, the Wood Pellet Association
of Canada (WPAC) and the Quebec Wood
Export Bureau (QWEB) contributing its
voice to private land geolocation projects,"
explains CEO Andrew de Vries.

Also importantly, CFO has recently re-
engaged with Global Affairs Canada's
Softwood Lumber Division to ensure our
private forest landowners' voice is heard in
this critical trade issue.

For more information, contact Andrew
de Vries at ceo_dg@forestowners.ca

Scholarship and Bursary Deadline: June 30th
Canadian Forest Owners is proud to provide funding to support students interested in advancing their
education at technical, college, undergraduate, and graduate levels. CFO’s interests include forest policy,
advocacy, and the rural economy especially as it relates to private forest lands.

https://files.constantcontact.com/f5dfe572901/79aa03b5-7755-43cc-8e85-ac0453b00c70.pdf?_gl=1*wy5fdg*_gcl_au*MzAwNTEwNjE0LjE3MzY1Mzg4MzM.*_ga*MGE0ZDIxZjgtN2Q2YS00OWIyLThlMGYtYzI1MGY0ZDcyMzI0*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczNjc5OTgyNC41LjEuMTczNjgwMjEyMS41NS4wLjA.


Christopher Lee Memorial Scholarship – Undergraduate Level and Technical: $2,000

Peter de Marsh Memorial Bursary – Graduate Level: $15,000

Please pass this information along to suitable forestry students in your network.
For detailed information, visit our scholarship page at www.forestowners.ca.

The deadline to apply is June 30, 2025.

CFO Welcomes New Board Members
Every year brings change and while we are sad to see the departure of friends from CFO’s Board of
Directors, we welcome new faces. In the spring, CFO Chair Susannah Banks was joined by Jason Killam,
JD Irving, who took on the role of Vice Chair. In the fall, Matthew Merritt, Manulife Investment Management,
stepped into the role of Treasurer and Karen Brandt joined as Mosaic Forest Management’s Director.
Ontario Woodlot Association’s Glen Prevost also replaced John Pineau who is stepping back from some
roles. Thank you to all the board members who have served in the past and present, giving freely of their
time and invaluable knowledge to ensure CFO members' issues are heard and represented.
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