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In an Emergency, Especially in Wildfires, Neighbours Are Your 
Biggest Asset 

January 2025 

From coast to coast, Canadian Forest Owners’ (CFO) private forest lands neighbour our towns and 
cities and often provide a buffer to provincially managed forests. Because of this CFO members play 
an essential role in keeping communities safe from wildfire risks. 
 
On November 7, 2024, CEO Andrew de Vries, CFO, told the Canadian Senate that through regular 

forest management, which reduces fuel loads, many private forest landowners have created fire 

resilient forests. Often wildfires are less likely to start or advance through these privately managed 

forests. But more needs to be done. 

 

Government Serves the People 

The 2023 wildfire season was the worst on record, with over 17 million hectares of land burned, 

releasing 2.2 billion tonnes of CO2, and forcing thousands of Canadians to evacuate their homes. 

This year, the town of Jasper further exposed the devastating effects of wildfires. Wildfires pose 

significant threats to public safety, communities, wildlife, the environment and the future of our 

forests. 

CFO members are ready to help Canada fight the growing wildfires challenge, but they need help. 

Private forest owners can improve the management of their lands in a fire smart way if they are 

given the tools and incentives to invest in these working forests. Here’s how: 

1. Unlock Investments with the Personal Silviculture Savings Investment Plan 

The PSSIP will ensure Canadian forest owners have the means to put aside part of their 

forest harvest income for future management investments in their forests. Such changes 

in Income Tax policy will boost economic activity in rural communities, create additional 

direct and indirect sustainable jobs in the forest sector, and enhance the contributions of 

forest owners to Canada, including wildfire resiliency. 

 

2. Provide Community Wildfire Defense Grants 

Deliver Community Wildfire Defense Grants like those CFO’s counterparts have access to 

in the United States to aid in creating fire resilient forests. 
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3. Increase Market Innovation 

Support innovative markets to help with the removal of woody biomass, which fuels 

wildfires, from our forests and the creation of new innovative markets to help promote 

sustainable forest management and reduce wildfires. 

 

4. Create Wildfire Insurance Program 

Support a Wildfire Insurance program. Unlike agriculture, there are no provincial or 

federally backed insurance programs for privately managed forestlands in Canada, forcing 

owners to assume the risk associated with losses to wildfires.  

 

5. Support Wildfire Fighting & Training 

Many CFO members, located close to Canadian towns and cities, own light or heavy 

equipment to aid in fighting wildfires. Larger members have invested in a wide variety of 

firefighting equipment, weather monitoring stations, trucks, and aircraft ready to fight 

fires wherever they occur. Several provincial woodlot association members are actively 

engaged in providing Fire Smart Training, or firefighting training to their members, 

contractors, and youth. CFO members are investing in new technologies, such as 

firefighting drones, and new types of remote sensing devices to help ensure early action 

on fires. By partnering with CFO, the federal government can enhance this existing 

network. 

Neighbours Help Each Other 

Unlike publicly managed forests, CFO members have a very strong incentive to invest in wildfire 

management measures because, in many cases, they and their families have owned this land for 

generations. They are a historical part of rural and urban communities, providing 38,500 jobs and 

$14.5 billion in revenue to Canada. Equally important, CFO members provide recreation to hikers 

and swimmers, protect fish and wildlife habitat, ensure water quality and quantity management, 

supply carbon storage, and run other cottage industries, like beekeeping and mushroom growing, 

all the while improving fire resiliency. 

In Canada we are blessed with an abundance of trees. Our forests, whether public or private, are 

a renewable natural resource. In Sweden and Finland, forests are treated like an asset and 

generate much the same revenue as Canada, despite being a fraction of the size. In Canada, our 

private forests are an underestimated asset, but a critical asset, and one that cannot be taken for 

granted.  

But private forests are regulated and managed differently than public ones so different wildfire 

strategies are needed to manage Canada’s private forestlands sustainably.  

Think of Atlantic cod. Canada’s forests are at risk. Having experienced the worst wildfire seasons 

on record, we’re charting new territory, and government can either wait until these forests are 

past the point of recovery or support this invaluable asset now. 
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The safety of our communities and the future of our forests depend on it. 

Source: 
Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. "Session held on Thursday, Nov 7, 2024, in Room 
B45, Senate of Canada Building, Ottawa." Senate of Canada Parliamentary Session, 7 Nov. 2024,  

https://senparlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2?fk=655651&global
StreamId=3 
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