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CFO Asks Political Parties About Their Commitments to Canada’s 480,000 Woodlot Owners
and Their Families

Canadian Forest Owners (CFO) reached out to the five federal political parties with current
representation in parliament to ask how their party would support the thousands of rural
communities across Canada where these forest owners live.

Canadian Forest Owners represents 480,000 private forest owners from Prince Edward Island to
Vancouver Island. These forest owners are largely family owned, small business, who own over a
tenth of Canada’s managed forests, supporting every mill across the country, and accounting for
nearly 20 percent of Canada’s total forest production. Private forest landowners provide solutions
to climate change and real socio-economic development opportunities in rural communities from
coast to coast.

Here’s what they had to say.

The Bloc Québécois and Greenparties did take time to respond in writing. Please view the Bloc
Québécois’ full responses H‘Please view the Green Party’s full response pere

The Liberal Party contacted CFO to discuss our policy proposals, but the party has not yet
responded in writing.

CFO did not hear back from the Conservatives or NDP but will update our post if we do.

In the meantime, CFO reviewed the Liberal, Conservative, Bloc Québécois and NDP websites and
platforms to fill our knowledge gaps, going back to March 23, 2025, when the election was called.
We have taken elements from the parties’ media releases and platforms, and for brevity, we have

summarized key points. We encourage you to review the parties’ platforms in more detail on their
websites.

CFO Questions to Parties

1) What will your government do to ensure the creation of smart land-use policies that do not
undermine jobs, investment and sustainable forestry operations?

Liberal Party:



As the global economy and trading system is being fundamentally reshaped by the reckless
tariffs imposed by the United States, Canada needs to use every tool at its disposal to get
nation-building projects built. We have the resources the world wants, the best workers, a
strong domestic market, and access to three coasts to trade from. Major projects will grow
our economy, bring our products to new markets with reliable trading partners, and create
good jobs for generations of workers.

Launch the Canadian Nature Protection Fund to restore old-growth forests, safeguard
carbon-rich peatlands, and revive our coastal waters. Every dollar Canadians, businesses,
and philanthropists contribute will be matched by the federal government, up to $250
million. Together, we’ll supercharge conservation efforts, support Indigenous leadership,
and protect our natural legacy for generations to come.

Conservative Party: A new Conservative government will bring jobs and prosperity back by
repealing anti-development laws, clearing the way for Canadian energy and industry, and
unleashing the full productive power of our workers and our great land.

Cut red tape by 25% with a new Two-for-One Rule, eliminating two regulatory requirements
for every new one imposed to unleash our entrepreneurs. And to guarantee results, we
require the Auditor General to verify them every year. Conservatives will also pass a dollar-
for-dollar law requiring one dollar of savings for every new dollar of spending.

NDP: Identify shovel-ready infrastructure projects—roads, bridges, transit, community
projects, and health care capital like hospitals and other country-building infrastructure
projects. Communities across the country have identified projects that need to be done,
and that are ready to move forward. Building those projects now with the help of federal
funding will stimulate local economies and create jobs.

We’re going to invest in the roads and connections Northern families rely on—because safe
travel and reliable infrastructure should be a basic, not a bonus.

Bloc Québécois: Protect our scarce, clean resources, and then turn them into sectors of a
circular and sustainable economy. It's an opportunity to invest in greener and more resilient
infrastructure.

Green Party: “Smart land use policy must protect ecosystems, support rural economies and
provide clear, consistent rules for those managing the land. The Green Party supports a
National Forest Strategy that advances carbon storage, wildfire resilience, and biodiversity
protection—developed in collaboration with Indigenous governments, local communities,
and landowners. We would invest in climate-resilient silviculture, tree nursery expansion,
and public-interest forestry research.

We also believe that when public funds or benefits are involved, they should support
practices that clearly contribute to ecological and economic goals. Forest policy should
reward genuine stewardship, not just good intentions—so that people and forests both
thrive for generations to come.



2)

3)

Question: Woodlot owners need tax measures that recognize their unique contribution to
Canada’s socio-economic growth. Will your party make a commitment to set up a Personal
Silviculture Savings and Investment Plan (PSSIP) for woodlot owners?

Liberal Party: The party contacted CFO directly to discuss our PSSIP proposal but has not
provided a written response. Mark Carney announced that Canada will cancel the proposed
hike in the capital gains inclusion rate, because we (The Liberals) recognize the vital role that
builders, investors, and small businesses play in creating a strong economy. The Liberals
have promised several specific measures to catalyze private investment to make Canada
more competitive.

Conservative:

Within 60 days of forming government, we will launch a Tax Reform Task Force made up of
farmers, builders, entrepreneurs, economists and workers—not Ottawa insiders. Their job
will be to deliver a simple, fair tax code. The Conservative Platform also proposes a number
of specific amendments.

NDP Party: Capital gains are profits from investments—Ilike stocks or real estate—not
wages. Yet for decades, only half of that income was taxed, while every dollar from your
paycheque was. That means the wealthier you are, the more likely you pay a lower tax rate
than someone who works for a living.

Bloc Québécois: The Bloc supports the establishment of the PSSIP.

Green Party: We recognize the role woodlot owners play in rural economies. The Green Party
supports tax and financial incentives that reward ecological stewardship and help diversify
ruralincomes

What will your government do to broaden disaster response for communities across
Canada?

Liberal Party:

Provide disaster mitigation and recovery funding where infrastructure that connects Canada
is under threat. This will help communities get back on their feet after natural disasters that
are increasing with climate change.

Prioritize natural infrastructure, like forested areas and wetlands. Nature protects against
flooding, storm surges, extreme heat, mudslides, and other natural disasters. The
government will use a mix of conservation funding, climate change adaptation funding, and
leverage public-private infrastructure investments to invest in nature that protects
communities.

Establish a new Indigenous Climate Readiness and Adaptation Fund and support
Indigenous-led conservation initiatives to safeguard forests, waterways, oceans and wildlife
and to bolster disaster response activities. This ensures invaluable traditional knowledge is
incorporated into how we protect nature and advances reconciliation.



4)

5)

Conservative Party: no proposal.
NDP: no proposal.

Bloc Québécois: The Bloc will demand immediate and structural reinvestments in the
Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund.

Green Party: The Green Party supports stronger, more proactive disaster planning,
especially for rural and forest-based communities facing increasing risks from wildfires,
floods, and other climate-related emergencies.

Will your government work with us to improve the evidence base for private forestland’s
contribution to the state of Canada’s forests by collecting accurate data and conducting
research?

Liberal Party: Map Canada’s ecologically sensitive areas. We will map Canada’s carbon and
biodiversity-rich ecological landscapes —including ocean coastlines, peatlands, and
permafrost areas —to enable a more holistic ecosystem approach to conservation, carbon
accounting, and project development.

Conservative Party: We’ll protect Canada’s land, water, wildlife, and air—with conservation
and pride in our parks, wilderness, and outdoor heritage.

Reform Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) to reward clean Canadian manufacturing and
production to help lower emissions and fight climate change.

Use Article 6 of the Paris Agreement to bring home jobs while exporting cleaner resources
like Canadian liquified natural gas (LNG) and technologies to help lower global emissions.

NDP: no proposal.
Bloc Québécois: The Bloc supports increased knowledge of working forests.

Green: “We recognize the importance of accurate data in shaping responsible forestry
policies. We support sustainable forestry research and stronger environmental
accountability, which includes better monitoring of Canada’s forests”.

Woodlot owners need fair and equitable access to forest products markets. What will your
government do to expand markets, and will your party make a commitment to defend an
exemption for private forest lumber from duties and quotas in a future trade agreement with
the United States?

Liberal Party: Trade is essential to our prosperity, and in order to build the fastest growing
economy in the G7, we need to double down on our advantages and strengthen our
relationships with reliable partners, taking full advantage of our existing trade agreements,
such as CETA. We need to diversify our supply chains so that we can have a more resilient,
prosperous economy that isn’t dependent on any one country.



The Liberal Party will double the pace of construction to almost 500,000 new homes a year
through several measures including eliminating the GST on all homes up to $1 million for
first-time home buyers. $5 billion into a new Trade Diversification Corridor Fund, to build the
infrastructure that will help diversify our trade partners, create good jobs and drive
economic growth. Establish Buy Canadian standards for federal infrastructure funding
including maximizing Canadian steel, aluminum, and forestry products.

Conservative Party:
We’ll stand up to unfair trade practices and fight for good jobs, and fair access to markets.

Secure a fair deal on softwood lumber as we achieved under the previous Conservative
government to protect our forestry workers.

Bring the premiers together to slash exceptions in the Canadian Free Trade Agreement
and boost interprovincial trade within 30 days of taking office.

Pursue a CANZUK free trade and mobility agreement with the UK, Australia, and New
Zealand.

On top of axing the sales tax on new homes, a Conservative government will incentivize
municipalities to cut building taxes, for a total savings of $100,000 on an average home in
Canada’s big cities. For every dollar of relief, a municipality offers in development charges, a
Conservative government will reimburse 50%, up to a maximum of $50,000 in savings for
new homebuyers.

NDP:

New Democrats would take additional steps to expand and deepen trade relations with
countries other than the US. We have spent too long deepening our economic ties with the
US; we can’t let ourselves become so economically dependent on a single trading partner
ever again.

Standing firm on trade — rejecting any Trump-influenced deal that threatens Canadian
sovereignty, workers’ rights, environmental protections, Indigenous rights, or social
programs.

We would overhaul Canada’s procurement policies with a Build Canadian Buy Canadian
plan, including banning American companies from contracts if Canadian workers can do
them. And to support more Canadians choosing to buy Canadian,

Canada Victory Bonds—secure, tax-free savings bonds designed to put everyday Canadians
in the driver’s seat of rebuilding the economy and resisting Trump’s attacks.



Build 3 million homes by 2030—doubling the current pace—by speeding up construction,
protecting existing rentals, and training the workers needed to deliver it. Faster construction
and good jobs with Canadian-made materials and modern methods.

Bloc Québécois: While the forestry industry is under direct attack by illegal U.S. tariffs, the
Bloc will propose using more Quebec wood in construction and renovation through a
federal wood charter. The Bloc will demand that Ottawa use the renegotiation of CUSMA to
end the imposition of random tariffs by U.S. authorities on Quebec and Canadian wood. We
will support an action plan to promote secondary and tertiary wood processing along with a
substantial budget.

Green: We believe woodlot owners should be supported through stable, long-term
domestic demand—not left vulnerable to trade disputes and global commodity markets. A
shift toward a value-added forestry economy will better serve workers, communities, and
the environment in the decades ahead.

Understanding the very short timeframe available, CFO would like to thank the political parties for
sharing their platforms with our membership, the nearly half million voters who dedicate their lives
to the noble cause of growing trees and creating jobs.
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Montréal, le 8 avril 2025

Andrew de Vries
Propriétaires forestiers du Canada
ceo_dg@forestowners.ca

Madame, Monsieur,

Vous trouverez, ci-joint, les réponses au questionnaire que vous nous avez fait
parvenir dans le cadre des élections fédérales 2025. Nous espérons que les ré-
ponses fournies vous permettront de mieux comprendre notre action politique.

Vous trouverez plus de détails concernant nos politiques sur notre site
web : http://www.blocquebecois.org/

Nous vous prions, Monsieur, d’agréer I'expression de nos sentiments distingués.

L'équipe électorale du Bloc Québécois 2025


mailto:ceo_dg@forestowners.ca
http://www.blocquebecois.org/

Questionnaire
Propriétaires forestiers du Canada

1. Que fera votre gouvernement pour garantir la mise en place de politiques
d’aménagement du territoire qui ne nuisent pas a I'emploi, a
I'investissement et 'aménagement forestier durable ?

Le Bloc Québécois défend le droit du gouvernement québécois d’aménager son
territoire, ses foréts et revitaliser ses réegions comme il le souhaite. Le Québec
dispose déja de ses propres plans, soit la Stratégie d’'aménagement durable des
foréts et la Stratégie nationale de production du bois, qui prennent en compte les
considérations économiques et environnementales. Il est important qu’Ottawa
n’intervienne pas dans les affaires du Québec et des provinces. Les derniéres
déclarations des chefs fédéraux voulant que les révisions environnementales fé-
dérales ne soient plus obligatoires sont vues d’un bon ceil par le Bloc Québécois.

2. Les propriétaires forestiers ont besoin de mesures fiscales qui reconnais-
sent leur contribution unique a la croissance socio-économique du Cana-
da. Votre parti s'’engagera-t-il a mettre en place un Régime d’épargne et
d’investissement sylvicole pour les propriétaires de lots boisés ?

Le Bloc Québécois appuie cette proposition et déplore I'inacceptable lenteur du
gouvernement fédéral de procéder a des changements aux regles fiscales. En
2008, a 'unanimité, le Comité permanent des Ressources naturelles recomman-
dait déja la mise en place d’'un régime d’épargne, d’investissement et de préven-
tion des catastrophes naturelles. Dans le contexte actuel, toute mesure pouvant
améliorer le sort des parties prenantes dans le monde sylvicole est le bienvenu.

3. Que fera votre gouvernement pour élargir la réponse aux catastrophes
pour les communautés du Québec ?

Le Bloc Québécois réclame depuis des années des sommes additionnelles con-
sidérables afin de contrer les conséquences des catastrophes climatiques. Que
ce soit dans les mesures de mitigation, un mécanisme de dédommagement plus
rapide lors des sinistres comme les feux de forét et les inondations, le gouver-
nement ne peut plus laisser en plan les sinistrés.

4. Votre gouvernement collabora-t-il avec nous pour améliorer la connais-
sance sur la contribution des foréts privés a I'état des foréts du Canada en
collectant des données

Le Bloc Québécois sera toujours un partenaire disponible et fiable dans la quéte
de connaissance sur nos foréts. A I'aide de données actualisées, nous sommes
d’avis qu’il est beaucoup plus simple de prendre de bonnes politiques publiques,
axées sur les besoins des communautés.



GREEN PARTY o partvertcs
PARTI VERT

April 13, 2025
To: Canadian Forest Owners (CFO)

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to speak to Canada’s 480,000 woodlot owners and
their families and to share the Green Party of Canada’s platform. We appreciate your advocacy.

Please find our response below.

Best regards,

Catherine Glavina
Policy Team
Green Party of Canada

French will follow

1. What will your government do to ensure the creation of smart land-use policies that do not
undermine jobs, investment and sustainable forestry operations?

We believe smart land-use policy must protect ecosystems, support rural economies, and provide
clear, consistent rules for those managing the land. Forest management decisions should be
science-based, reflect regional realities, and prioritize long-term health over short-term gains.

The Green Party supports a National Forest Strategy that advances carbon storage, wildfire
resilience, and biodiversity protection—developed in collaboration with Indigenous governments, local
communities, and landowners. We would invest in climate-resilient silviculture, tree nursery
expansion, and public-interest forestry research.

We also believe that when public funds or benefits are involved, they should support practices that
clearly contribute to ecological and economic goals. Forest policy should reward genuine stewardship,
not just good intentions—so that people and forests both thrive for generations to come.

CHANGE Vote For It Votez pour du CHANGEMENT
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2. Woodlot owners need tax measures that recognize their unique contribution to Canada’s
socio economic growth. Will your party make a commitment to set up a Personal Silviculture
Savings and Investment Plan for woodlot owners?

We recognize the role woodlot owners play in rural economies. The Green Party supports tax and
financial incentives that reward ecological stewardship and help diversify rural incomes. We also
support increased federal investment in sustainable forestry research, reforestation, and value-added
manufacturing in forestry-based communities.

3. What will your government do to broaden disaster response for communities across
Canada?

The Green Party supports stronger, more proactive disaster planning—especially for rural and
forest-based communities facing increasing risks from wildfires, floods, and other climate-related
emergencies.

We propose creating a national emergency response agency to coordinate preparedness and
response efforts across jurisdictions. We would invest in firebreaks, flood mitigation, and local
infrastructure to protect drinking water, homes, and critical services. Improved forest management
practices would be central to reducing wildfire risk, developed in partnership with local communities
and landowners.

We also support mapping high-risk areas, supporting emergency planning in remote and Indigenous
communities, and ensuring first responders have the training and equipment they need.

Emergency preparedness should be local, coordinated, and climate-ready. We’'ll work to ensure rural
communities have the tools and support to stay safe and resilient in the face of growing climate risks.

4. Will your government work with us to improve the evidence base for private forestland’s
contribution to the state of Canada’s forests by collecting accurate data and conducting
research?

We recognize the importance of accurate data in shaping responsible forestry policies. We support

sustainable forestry research and stronger environmental accountability, which includes better
monitoring of Canada’s forests.

CHANGE Vote For It Votez pour du CHANGEMENT
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5. Woodlot owners need fair and equitable access to forest products markets. What will your
government do to expand markets and will your party make a commitment to defend an
exemption for private forest lumber from duties and quotas in a future trade agreement with
the United States?

The Green Party supports efforts to expand fair, transparent markets for sustainably managed forest
products. However, we do not support defending exemptions that allow for the continued export of
raw, unprocessed timber without addressing the deeper issues in Canada’s trade and forestry model.

Our priority is to reduce raw exports and keep more of the economic and climate benefits of forest
products here in Canada. That means investing in domestic processing, value-added manufacturing,
and local supply chains—especially for materials needed to meet Canada’s housing and climate
goals.

We believe woodlot owners should be supported through stable, long-term domestic demand—not left
vulnerable to trade disputes and global commodity markets. A shift toward a value-added forestry
economy will better serve workers, communities, and the environment in the decades ahead.

FRANCAIS

1. Question : Que fera votre gouvernement pour garantir la mise en place de politiques
d'aménagement du territoire qui ne nuisent pas a I'emploi, a I'investissement et a
I’'aménagement forestier durable?

Nous croyons qu’une politique d’aménagement du territoire intelligente doit protéger les écosystémes,
soutenir les économies rurales et offrir des regles claires et cohérentes pour celles et ceux qui gérent
les terres. Les décisions en matiére de gestion forestiére doivent étre fondées sur la science, tenir
compte des réalités régionales et privilégier la santé a long terme plutét que les gains a court terme.

Le Parti vert appuie une Stratégie nationale sur les foréts visant a favoriser le stockage du carbone, la
résilience face aux incendies de forét et la protection de la biodiversité — élaborée en collaboration
avec les gouvernements autochtones, les communautés locales et les propriétaires fonciers. Nous
investirions dans une sylviculture résiliente au climat, dans I'expansion des pépiniéres forestiéres et
dans la recherche forestiére d’intérét public.

Nous croyons également que lorsque des fonds publics ou des avantages sont en jeu, ils devraient
appuyer des pratiques qui contribuent réellement aux objectifs écologiques et économiques. La
politique forestiere devrait récompenser la gestion responsable authentique, et non seulement les
bonnes intentions — afin que les personnes et les foréts puissent prospérer ensemble pour les
générations a venir.

CHANGE Vote For It Votez pour du CHANGEMENT
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2. Question : Les propriétaires forestiers ont besoin de mesures fiscales qui reconnaissent
leur contribution unique a la croissance socio-économique du Canada. Votre parti
s'engagera-t-il a mettre en place un Régime d'épargne et d'investissement sylvicole pour les
propriétaires de lots boisés?

Nous reconnaissons le réle que jouent les propriétaires de lots boisés dans les économies rurales. Le
Parti vert soutient des incitatifs fiscaux et financiers qui récompensent la gestion écologique et
contribuent a diversifier les revenus en milieu rural. Nous appuyons également une augmentation des
investissements fédéraux dans la recherche sur la foresterie durable, le reboisement et la
transformation a valeur ajoutée dans les communautés forestiéres.

3. Question : Que fera votre gouvernement pour élargir la réponse aux catastrophes pour les
communautés du Canada?

Le Parti vert appuie une planification des catastrophes plus robuste et proactive — en particulier pour
les communautés rurales et forestiéres qui font face a des risques croissants liés aux feux de forét,
aux inondations et a d’autres urgences climatiques.

Nous proposons la création d’'une agence nationale de gestion des urgences afin de coordonner les
efforts de préparation et d’intervention entre les différentes juridictions. Nous investirions dans les
coupe-feux, les mesures d’atténuation des inondations et les infrastructures locales pour protéger
I'eau potable, les habitations et les services essentiels. L'amélioration des pratiques de gestion
forestiére serait au coeur de la réduction des risques d’incendie, élaborée en partenariat avec les
communautés locales et les propriétaires fonciers.

Nous soutenons également la cartographie des zones a haut risque, le soutien a la planification
d’'urgence dans les communautés éloignées et Autochtones, ainsi que I'assurance que les premiers
intervenants disposent de la formation et de 'équipement nécessaires.

La préparation aux urgences doit étre locale, coordonnée et adaptée au climat. Nous veillerons a ce
que les communautés rurales disposent des outils et du soutien nécessaires pour rester en sécurité
et résilientes face aux risques climatiques croissants.

4. Question : Votre gouvernement collaborera-t-il avec nous pour améliorer la connaissance
sur la contribution des foréts privées a I'état des foréts du Canada en collectant des données
précises et en menant des recherches?

Nous reconnaissons lI'importance de données précises pour élaborer des politiques forestiéres
responsables. Nous appuyons la recherche en foresterie durable et une responsabilité
environnementale accrue, ce qui inclut une meilleure surveillance des foréts canadiennes.

5. Question : Les propriétaires forestiers ont besoin d'un acceés juste et équitable aux marchés
des produits forestiers. Que fera votre gouvernement pour développer les marchés et votre

CHANGE Vote For It Votez pour du CHANGEMENT
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parti s'engagera-t-il a défendre une exemption de droits et de quotas pour produits du bois
issus des foréts privées dans le cadre d'un futur accord commercial avec les Etats-Unis ?

Le Parti vert appuie les efforts visant a élargir des marchés équitables et transparents pour les
produits forestiers issus d’une gestion durable. Cependant, nous ne soutenons pas la défense des
exemptions qui permettent la poursuite de I'exportation de bois brut non transformé sans s’attaquer
aux problémes plus profonds du modéle commercial et forestier du Canada.

Notre priorité est de réduire les exportations de bois brut et de conserver davantage des bénéfices
économiques et climatiques des produits forestiers ici, au Canada. Cela signifie investir dans la
transformation locale, la fabrication a valeur ajoutée et les chaines d’approvisionnement locales — en
particulier pour les matériaux nécessaires a la réalisation des objectifs du Canada en matiére de
logement et de climat.

Nous croyons que les propriétaires de lots boisés doivent étre soutenus par une demande intérieure
stable et a long terme — plutét que d’étre laissés a la merci des différends commerciaux et des
marchés mondiaux des matiéres premiéres. Une transition vers une économie forestiere axée sur la
valeur ajoutée servira mieux les travailleurs, les communautés et 'environnement pour les décennies
a venir.

CHANGE Vote For It Votez pour du CHANGEMENT
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