CANADIAN FOREST OWNERS
A SPECIAL NATIONAL ISSUE

HONOURING THE PAST,
ASSURING THE FUTURE

anadian Forest Owners (CFO)
Cof‘fers annual awards to support

future forest stewards of Canada
while honouring two major private forest-
ry leaders, the late Peter deMarsh and
the late Christopher Lee. Since 2022,
CFO has distributed more than $100,000
in awards to deserving students across
Canada. The deadline for applications
is June 30, 2026.

CHRISTOPHER LEE MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

2022 Diego Corry, University
of British Columbia $2,000

Diego Corry (left) with Domenico
lannidinardo, Past CFO Chair.

University of British Columbia Master
of Forestry student Diego Corry was re-
searching the link between contempo-
rary issues and forestry media coverage.
His thesis addressed a timely question
related to private forest lands in Cana-
da. Namely, how do forest companies
and landowners respond to the growing
amount of environmental activism that
occurs through social media? CFO was
interested in Corry’s research, which
could help determine how expectations
for responsible business conduct, ex-
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pressed through platforms like Facebook
and X, affect the policies and practices
of organizations in the Canadian forest
sector.

2023 Matthew Bezanson, Maritime
College of Forest Technology $2,000
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Matthew Bezanson, scholarship recipient.

Maritime College of Forest Technology
student Matthew Bezanson stood out
from his peers based on his academic
performance and passion for sustainable
forest management on private forest
lands in Canada. Being from Nova Scotia,
a province with a majority of its land base
privately owned, Matthew grew up in a
family with a history and heritage that
were greatly influenced by the forest
industry. His goal was to help landown-
ers find a balance between economic
and environmental needs, a balance
Christopher Lee recognized and valued.

2024 Sarah Plourde, Lakehead
University $2,000

Sarah Plourde with her furry friend.

Lakehead University Bachelor of Science
student Sarah Plourde was completing
the final year of her BSc in Forestry in
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Sarah stood out
amongst her peers for her genuine in-
terest in the sustainability of Canada’s
forest land, which grew as she gained
invaluable work experience in sustain-
ably managed working forests. Her com-
mitment to the vital role our forests play
in the health of our ecosystems, their
response to climate change, and their
resilience was a clear match for CFO’s
advocacy. She also displayed an aptitude
in sports, including Timber Sports, as
well as a strong academic performance.
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2025 Rosalia Jaffray, University
of British Columbia $2,000

Rosalia Jaffray, Christopher Lee Memorial
Scholar.

University of British Columbia (UBC)
Faculty of Forestry master’s student
Rosalia Jaffray received an undergrad-
uate degree in Harvest Planning and
Engineering. Her graduate studies fo-
cused on optimizing sustainable forest
management practices using a novel
open-source modelling framework for
forest operational planning. Jaffray ex-
emplifies a commitment to the managed
sustainability of our forests through in-
novation and technology. CFO’s concern
with climate change driving increased
wildfires, flooding, and disease, fits with
the need for dynamic and responsive
forest management, which has never
been more critical. Jaffray is registered
both as a Forester-in-Training and an
Engineer-in-Training and plans to com-
plete these professional designations
after graduating.

PETER DEMARSH MEMORIAL
BURSARY WINNERS

2022 — It was a tie!

Maxime Saulnier, Université
Laval $10,000

Maxime Saulnier, award recipient.

Maxime Saulnier was completing a mas-
ter's degree in forestry at Laval University
in Québec City. Maxime Saulnier is a
registered professional forester from
Québec. His research project aimed to
document agroforestry practices con-
ducted by small forest owners in Que-
bec, along with their motivations and
obstacles encountered in implementing
such practices. Maxime’s research re-
sults aimed to contribute to developing
better policies to support agroforestry
on private forest land.

“SINCE 2022, CFO HAS DISTRIBUTED
MORE THAN $100,000 IN AWARDS TO
DESERVING STUDENTS ACROSS CANADA”

Lara Felsing, Emily Carr University
of Art & Design $10,000

Lara Felsing, Emily Carr University of Art &
Design.

Master of Fine Arts (MFA) student Lara
Felsing was attending Emily Carr Uni-
versity of Art & Design. Lara is an artist
who comes from a Métis community in
Northern Alberta. Through her paintings
and sculptures, Lara examines how In-
digenous Knowledge weaves with recent
scientific results to (re)connect humans
to the land and other-than-human spe-
cies. Her MFA material practice and
research used a 'two-eyed seeing' ap-
proach: having one eye look through
a lens of Indigenous Knowledge while
the other looks through a Western lens.

2023 Loic Ales, Université
Laval $10,000

Loic Ales, award recipient.

Loic Ales was a master’s student in For-
est Sciences at the Faculty of Forestry,
Geography and Geomatics of Université
Laval, under the supervision of Professor
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Maude Flamand-Hubert. His research
focused on better understanding the
behaviours of forest owners in the face of
the legal regime for the conservation of
natural environments in private forests.
He aimed to help assess and enhance
current programs to clarify the economic,
social, and environmental challenges for
forest owners, communities, and society.

2024 Jacqueline Hamilton,
McGill University $15,000

Jacqueline Hamilton.

Jacqueline Hamilton is a student mem-
ber of the Ontario Woodlot Association
and was in the final stage of her PhD
candidacy in the Natural Resource Sci-
ences Department at McGill University.
Her doctoral thesis focused on the rela-
tionships between trees and people in
southern Quebec’s Mont Saint-Hilaire
Biosphere Region. Jacqueline’s research
aimed to help us further our collective
knowledge about the benefits of rural
trees and the contributions people make.
This research will clearly have an impact
on CFO woodlot owners and will hope-
fully provide a clearer story of the state
of working landscapes across Canada.

2025 Sanjoy Roy, Université
Laval $15,000

Université Laval researcher Sanjoy Roy.

Université Laval researcher Sanjoy
Roy’s boreal forest research aims to
increase carbon storage while provid-
ing wood to meet Canada’s material
and energy needs. It simulates long-
term, climate-adaptive silviculture in
heterogeneous, mixed-species forests
in Quebec. Roy’s forest modelling work
will provide an important decision-mak-
ing and support tool for CFO members
because it addresses sustainable forest
management and timber production
while ensuring ecosystem resilience in
our changing climate.

2026 Jacqueline Hamilton,
McGill University Project:
Understanding diversity in values
and practices in Canadian private
forest management $37,500.

By partnering with postdoctoral fellow Dr.
Jacqueline Hamilton at McGill University,
other funding agencies, and through the
generous support of the Peter deMarsh
family, CFO has turned a critical corner
toward helping government recognize the
value of Canada’s private forests. This
one-year project will advance the work
completed by Dansereau and deMarsh
in 2003 by providing a contemporary
national survey to understand how wood-
lot owners' values, motivations, and
practices have evolved. The goal is to
create both immediately useful data,
establish a repeatable methodology
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for periodic snapshots going forward,
and contribute to scientific literature
on woodlots across Canada. Recogniz-
ing the important contribution of these
lands will, for the first time, enable the
government to develop policies that
benefit all of Canada’s forests, including
privately owned forest lands.

PETER DEMARSH
TRAVEL BURSARY

2022 Jog Raj Giri, Association of
Family Forest Owners Nepal $3,000

Vincent Miville, Board of Directors,
Canadian Forest Owners (left), with Jog Raj
Giri, first recipient of the Peter deMarsh
Memorial Bursary for Travel.

Jog Raj Giri co-founded the Association
of Family Forest Owner’s Nepal under
the guidance of Peter deMarsh and is
President of the Association of Family
Forest Owners Nepal. This scholarship
enabled him to attend the 5th World
Congress on Agroforestry held in Quebec
City in July 2022, where he presented
the challenges and opportunities facing
Nepalese forest owners.

Canadian Forest Owners exists today
because of Christopher Lee’s vi-
sion and belief that collective action
makes us stronger, combined with
Peter deMarsh’s tireless efforts to
mobilize tens of millions of woodlot
owners worldwide to defend and
promote their shared interests.

Visit our scholarship pages for
more information at
www.forestowners.ca &
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